Introduction
Bocage (1869) first described Latrunculia cratera from Cape Verde in the Atlantic Ocean, distinguishing it from Podospongia lovenii (Family Podospongiidae) by the presence of a "distinct dermis of thorny microscleres" forming a "complete envelope around the sponge". He named the species cratera but gave neither a generic diagnosis nor an opinion of the phylogenetic affinity of the sponge. Carter (1879) defined the thorny spicule as a 'sceptrella', or 'little sceptre', and described it as having spines or groups of spines on a shaft, which are transformed into circular plates with serrated margins. Dendy (1917) described the structure of the sceptrella more precisely and suggested that in future these underestimated worldwide. This is corroborated by the observation of several unpublished/ unidentified material in museums from which most of the new species were described (Samaai 2002; Samaai and Krasokhin 2002; Samaai and Kelly 2002) .
The range of morphologies known within the genus Latrunculia has been extended with the descriptions of various new species (Alvarez et al. 2002 , Samaai and Krasokhin 2002 , Samaai et al. 2003 , and by the rediscription of the known species within the genus Latrunculia A study of Kirkpatrick's (1908) type slide of Latrunculia biformis (BMNH 1908.2.5.70 ) revealed the presence of two categories of anisodiscorhabds, which renders the species unique among other Latrunculia. Remarkably, all the Latrunculia species studied except for L. purpurea, L. oparinae and L. novaecaledoniae sp.nov. possess smooth, hastate or fusiform anisostyle. L. purpurea possesses oxeas as megascleres and L. oparinae and L. novaecaledoniae sp. nov. have styles that are either coarsely or finely spined. A further two species of L. oxydiscorhabda and L. microacanthoxea possesses a second category of unrelated. Microscopy Unit (UWC), for allowing the senior author access to the scanning electron microscope. I also like to thanks Dr Fiona Graham for the use of the scanning electron microscope at Howard College (UKZN). A special thanks to Dr Belinda Alvarez for providing me with the images of the New Zealand species and for letting me use it in my manuscript. I would also like to thank Dr Bill Austin who allowed me access to his new species and for allowing me to describe it in this manuscript. The outline maps were created with Coastline Extractor (http://www.ngdc.noaa.gov/mgg/shorelines/ shorelines.html).
